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TO  THE 


FACULTY, 


AND  THE 

PUBLIC. 


Si  quid  novijii  reftius  iftisi 

Candidus  imperti ; Ji  non , his  utere  mecum. 

Hors 

Xt  is  not  my  intention,  in  this  place,  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  from  which  Stridlures 
of  the  Urethra,  or  fupprellion  of  Urine  arife, 
but  merely  to  contribute  that  mite  of  Know- 
ledge which  I have  derived  from  experience, 

\ 

towards  their  removal.  Upwards  of  Twenty 
Years  extenfive  Pradlice  in  London,  as  an 
Apothecary,  &c.  hath  afforded  me  many 
opportunities  of  feeing  Complaints  in  the 

\ Urinary 
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Urinary  Paffage:  and  it  was  my  own  misfortune 
fome  time  ago,  to  be  affiidted  with  a very 
fevere  Stricture,  attended  frequently  with  a 
fuppreffion  of  Urine,  for  which  I could  find  no 
relief  in  the  means  recommended  by  my  Medical 
friends.  It  is  faid  that  “ necefiity  is  the  Mother 
of  Invention,”  and  to  this  circumftance  alone, 
perhaps,  are  we  indebted  for  the  Inftrument  now 
fubmitted  to  your  infpeCtion,  by  the  ufe  of 
which  I obtained  a fpeedy  and  perfedl  cure. 

The  Bougies  generally  ufed,  fince  the  Practice 
of  Monf.  Dak. an  has  been  followed,  have  in 
difficult  cafes  been  found  defective:  Various 
attempts  have  been  made,  as  well  by  Medical 
men  as  others,  to  remedy  that  defedl;  but  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  in  the 
Mineral  Kingdom,  thofe  Materials  for  the  Com- 
pofition  of  a Bougie,  which  fully  anfwer  the 
purpofe;  and  I am  encouraged  to  hope  that 
my  difcovery  will  be  found  beneficial  to  man- 
kind in  general,  efpecially  as  it  is  allowed  by 
tome  of  the  mofl  eminent  Practitioners  in  Town 

and 
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and  Country,  to  be  a great  improvement  in 
this  branch  of  the  Healing  Art, — to  whom  re- 
ference may  be  had,  if  required. 

And  it  alfo  affords  me  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  to 
obferve  to  the  community  at  large,  that  I have 
already  brought  to  perfection  two  kinds  of 
Bougies,  formed  of  this  inimitable  Compofition, 
which  I flatter  myfelf  in  every  refpeCl  will  be 
found  by  comparifon,  fuperior  to  any  that  are  at 
prefent  in  ufe. — The  firft  of  thefe  are  solid,  but 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  as  flexible  as  thofe 
made  of  common  Plafter,  and  are  poffeffed  of 
ftrength  and  firmnefs  enough,  to  overcome  any 
obftruCtion  that  ought  to  yield  to  preffure. 
They  are  alfo  of  fo  fmooth  a furface,  that  they  may 
be  introduced  with  eafe,  and  fo  durable,  that 
one  cafe,  containing  twelve  folid  Bougies  of 
different  fizes,  with  a little  care  not  to  bruife 
them*,  will  laft  a Surgeon  in  full  Practice, 

for 

* This  caution  is  very  neceflary  to  be  attended  to,  as 
from  No.  5 to  No.  12  inclutively  are  made  hollow,  for  the 

purpofe 
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for  many  years. — The  fecond  are  Hollo w,  and 
of  lizes  fimilar  to  the  folid  ones,,  furnifhed  with 
a ftilet,  or  wire,  of  the  fame  Metal,  for  cafes 
where  it  is  judged  proper  to  let  them  remain 
in  the  Bladder;  but  in  ftridfures  requiring 
greater  force  than  can  be  exerted  with  thefe 
Bougies,  as  they  are  confide. ably  fofter  than 
the  Silver  Catheter,  a temporary  Brafs,  or  Iron 
wire,  will  give  them  iufficient  firength  for  their 
introduction. 

These  Bougies,  both  folid  and  hollow , will 
take  any  degree  of  curvature*  that  may  be 
thought  neceffary  by  the  operator  previous  to 
their  introduction,  without  being  injured  thereby; 

and 

purpose  of  giving  them  lightnefs  and  flexibility,  and  if 
biuifed  they  cannot  be  repaired,  but  are  neverthelefs  to 
be  confidered  folid,  in  oppofltion  to  the  Hollow  Bougies, 
or  Catheters, 

* For  the  Shape  of  the  Male  Catheter,  and  the  belt 
mode  of  introducing  it  into  the  Bladder,  vide  Mr.  Ware’s 
Paper  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  ofLondon4 
Vol.  II.  P.  3-36. 
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nnd  as  they  are  not  poflefled  of  the  irritating 
quality  of  the  common  Bougies,  they  may  be 
continued  in  the  Paflage  any  length  of  time 
without  danger  of  breaking*,  or  giving  the 
leaft  pain;  this  I aflert  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, having  worn  one  of  the  larger  flzes, 
in  fome  meafure  for  the  fake  of  the  experi- 
ment, eight  or  nine  hours  at  a time.  They 
cannot  be  affecfled  by  the  warmth  of  the  parts 
to  which  they  are  applied ; nor  adfed  upon 
by  the  Stricture,  as  frequently  happens,  parti- 
cularly in  the  Spafmodic  contraction  of  the 
Urethra  ; nor  by  the  Urine,  which  is  always  the 
cafe,  when  the  Plater  Bougie,  or  Elaflic  Gum 
Catheter  is  ufed.  They  may  be  had  of  any  lize* 
or  degree  of  flexibility;  and  when  tarnifhed, 
they  may  be  re-polifhed  with  a piece  of  fhamoy 
leather  and  a little  whiting.  They  are  of  a 

conical 

* The  Mafs,  or  Compound  of  which  thefe  Bougies 
are  formed,  is  nearly  equal  in  tenacity  to  Silver,  con- 
confequently  there  can  be  no  dang 21  of  their  breaking 
in  the  Urethra,  where  there  is  very  little  or  no  force 
acquired.. 
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conical  form,  and  their  a&ion  is  purely  me- 
chanical. 

For  the  fupply  of  Surgeons  in  diflant 
Countries,  and  for  the  Surgeons  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  or  our  diflant  Colonies,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  thefe  Bo?igies  are  in  no  way  injured 
by  keeping  any  length  of  time,  or  by  the 
changes  of  temperature  in  any  Climate,  a quality 
which  is  fo  eminently  advantageous,  that  whofo- 
ever  has  trailed  to  the  Wax,  or  other  Flexible 
Bougies  in  thofe  fituations,  will  not  fail  to 
appreciate  thefe  Inftruments ; as  the  former  are 
xmiverfally  known  to  become  brittle  by  keeping, 
or  by  the  influence  of  Hot  Climates ; and  are 
therefore  found  by  every  day’s  experience  to 
be  totally  ufelefs  in  the  Surgeon’s  Medicine 
ChefL 


Perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform 
the  Public,  and  in  particular  the  Patient,  who 
is  not  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  Medical  profeffion* 

that 
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that  there  are  feveral  difeafes  of  the  Urethra, 
arifing  from  different  caufes,  differing  in  their 
nature,  and  requiring  a different  mode  of  treat* 
ment.  In  all  cafes,  prudence  will  direct  him 
to  confult  a Surgeon;  but  if  he  fhould  be  fo 
circumftanced  as  to  find  it  inconvenient  to  do 
fo,  thefe  Bougies  being  moftly  applicable  to 
Strictures,  the  following  fymptoms  confequenfc 
upon  that  Diforder,  fhould  be  attended  to. 

When-  the  Urethra  is  affected  by  Stricture, 
there  is  generally  a little  running,  and  a finall 
quantity  of  matter  will  be  voided  before  the 
Urine.  There  is  a frequent  defire  to  make 
water,  which  will  fometimes  come  away  in  a 
fpiral  or  double  ffrea’m,  or  by  drops,  with  con* 
liderable  pain  and  training,  and  a fmall  degree 
of  tendernefs  may  commonly  be  found  in  that 
part  of  the  Urethra  where  the  Stricture  is 
feated;  but  the  bell  Criterion  is  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bougie. 

Take  one  of  the  fmaller  fizes  of  the  folid 
Bougies,  and  draw  it  between  the  finger  and 

thumb 
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thumb  to  feel  whether  it  be  perfectly  fmooth* 
if  that  be  the  cafe,  then  take  a little  fweet 
oil  and  rub  it  all  over,  that  it  may  pafs  the 
calier.  The  Patient  may  either  Hand,  or  lit  in 
a chair  inclining  backwards,  or  lie  in  bed 
with  his  knees  drawn  up,  which  latter  polition  is 
preferable  to  any  other.  He  may  then  take  hold 
of  the  Penis , near  the  Gians , with  one  hand, 
and  extend  it  gently,  that  the  Urethra  may  not 
be  wrinkled,  and  with  the  other,  introduce  the 
round  end  of  the  Bougie,  which  Ihould  be  traced 
with  his  finger  externally*,  in  order  to  keep 
it  in  a right  line  with  the  Urethra,  and  it 
will  then  meet  with  no  impediment  but  what 
is  occalioned  by  the  Difeafe.  When  it  meets 
with  any  refinance,  the  Patient  may  turn  it 
round  gently  with  his  finger  and  thumb  feveral 

times 

* The  experienced  Pradtitioner  need  not  be  told,  that 
in  many  cafes  of  Stricture,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  in- 
troduce the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand,  veil  oiled, 
into  the  redturn,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Palfage  of  tliQ 
Bougie  into  the  Bladder, 
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times,  and  as  he  turns  it,  prefs  it  a little 
forwards,  and  continue  fo  to  do,  until  he  pafs 
the  obftrutflion,  which  is  all  that  in  this  cafe  is 
neceflfary.  This  Bougie  fhould  remain  fome  time 
in  the  paflfage,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  and  when  withdrawn,  another  of  a 
tize  larger  be  introduced,  continuing  the  fame 
operation  once  or  twice  a day,  and  gradually  en- 
creafing  the  Bougie  to  the  fize  thought  proper; 
but  the  larger  the  Bougie,  and  the  longer  the 
Urethra  is  kept  diftended,  the  more  likely  is 
the  cure  to  be  radical.  Sometimes  a few  drops 
of  blood  will  follow  the  ufe  of  the  Bougie, 
owing  to  the  prefliire  of  its  tides  againft  the 
fpongy  fubftance  of  the  Urethra,  that  is 
generally  inflamed  and  full  of  blood,  and,  the 
difcharge  of  which  gives  wonderful  relief. 
By  perfevering  in  this  manner  daily,  for  about 
a month  or  tix  weeks,  with  a temperate 
Regimen,  the  obftrudlion  will  be  removed,  the 
inflammation  abated,  ulcers  healed,  the  running 
flopped;  and  I may  venture  to  fay  from  my 
own  knowledge  and  experience,  confirmed  by 

b the 
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the  ©bferiration  of  other  Practitioners,  that  iri 
every  cafe  of  Strifture , where  the  Urethra  has 
not  been  previoufiy  injured  by  the  improper 
ufe  of  the  Caufiic , or  other  Bougies,  thefe  will 
always  prove  fuccefsful.  It  frequently  happens 
that  there  are  two  or  three  ftridlures  in  the  Urethra 
at  one  time,  fituated  at  a little  diftance  from  each 
other ; but  they  are  all  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner,  by  paffing  the  Bougie  from  one  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  other. 

When  the  Patient  judges  himfelf  to  be  well, 
it  will  be  advifeable  to  delift  gradually,  wear- 
ing the  Bougie  at  fir  ft  only  an  hour  or  two  in  a 
day,  and  then  an  hour,  two  or  three  times  a 
week,  after  which  it  may  be  entirely  difufed. 
But  if  any  Gleet  ftill  remain,  or  any  Obftruction 
threaten  to  return,  it  will  be  proper  to  ufe  the 
Bougie  an  hour  once  or  twice  a week  for  fome 
time  longer,  and  occafionally  by  way  of  pre- 
vention. The  Patient  fhould  not  walk  or  fleep 
with  it  in  the  pafiage,  nor  wear  it  at  any  time 
longer  than  he  can  properly  attend  to  it. 
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And  if  the  fame  pliable  metal  fhould  be 
found  ufeful  in  other  parts  of  Surgery,  or  if 
thefe  Bougies  and  Catheters  are  thought  to  be 
capable  of  further  improvement,  I fhall  be 
happy  to  receive  the  diredlions  of  any  Gentleman 
who  will  honour  me  with  his  commands. 

IV.  SMYTH ; 

Tavl/iock  Street , London, 
iji  January,  1799, 


These  Bougies,  Solid  for  the  Cure  of  Stric- 
tures in  "the  Urethra,  and  Hollow  for  the 

/ 

evacuation  of  the  Urinary  Bladder,  having,  on 
account  of  their  fuperior  fmoothnefs,  firmnefs, 
and  pliability,  obtained  the  approbation  of  fome 

v - • • ' 

of  the  firft  Medical  Characters  in  the  Kingdom; 
and  as  W.  Smyth,  Apothecary,  8cc.  of  Taviftock 
Street , Covent  Garden , London,  the  Inventor 
and  Sole  Proprietor , in  order  to  prevent  imr 

1 * v- 

pofition,  has  confined  their  Manufacture  and 
Sale  entirely  to  his  own  Houfe,  they  can  be  had 
Genuine  only  as  above,  marked  with  his  Name, 

b % and 
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and  numbered  according  to  their  fize,  at  the 
following  Prices  to  the  Faculty,  &c.  and  a proper 
allowance  made  to  Dealers, — for  ready  Money. 


i LIST  OF  PRICES . 

. . . . ’ £ s.  n. 

A Cafe  containing  twelve  folid  Bougies,  of  different 

fizes*  - - - - - - - i ii  6 

A Single  Bougie  of  any  fize,  or  degree  of  flexibility  o 3 o 

A Cafe  containing  two  Bougies,  of  different  fizes, 

one  within  the  other  - - - - 070 

A Cafe  containing  three  Bougies,  of  different  fizes, 

one  within  the  other  - - - - 0106 

A Cafe  containing  four  Bougies,  of  different  fizes, 

one  within  the  other.  - - - 0340 

A Cafe  containing  fix  Bougies,  of  different  fizes, 

with  a fmaller  one  within  each  - - - 220 

A Hollow  Bougie,  or  Male  Catheter,  of  any  fize,  or 

degree  of  flexibility  - - - - -0^0 

A Cafe  containing  two  Hollow  Bougies,  of  different 

iizes,  one  within  the  other  - - - - 0106 

A Cafe 

* They  are  Ten  Inches  hi  lengthy  and  each  at  the  fmall  end,  about 
half  the  circumference  of  thefe  Iniprefions. 

1 a 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  ii 
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A Cafe  containing  three  Hollow  Bougies,  of  different 

fizes,  one  within  the  other  ~ - - - o ij  6 

A Hollow  Bougie,  with  lateral  rings,  and  fcrew 

Hopper,  intended  to  lie  in  the  Bladder  - - o 8 o 

A Hollow  Bougie,  with  lateral  rings,  fcrew  Hopper, 

and  flilet  - - - - r - - o io  6 

A Hollow  Bougie  of  any  fize,  with  a folid  one 

within  it  - - - - - - - 080 

A Hollow  Bougie  of  any  lize,  with  two  Bougies 

- within  it.-  - - - - - - - 0120 

A Female  Catheter  of  any  fize,  or  degree  of  flex- 
ibility - - - - - - - - 050 

A Cafe  containing  two  Female  Catheters,  of  different 

fizes,  one  within  the  other  - - - o 10  6 

A Cafe  containing  three  Female  Catheters,  of 

different  fizes,  one  within  the  other  - - 01 56 

A Female  Catheter,  with  lateral  rings,  and  a fcrew 

Hopper,  intended  to  lie  in  the  bladder  - - 080 

A Female  Catheter,  with  lateral  rings,  a fcrew 

Hopper,  and  Hilet  - - - - - o 10  6 

A Flexible  Tube,  for  the  introdudtion  of  the  Cauftic 

Bougie*  - - - - - - - 050 

A Flexible 

* Mr.  John  Howard,  in  his  tl  Supplement  to  Pra&ical  Obfeivations  on 
u the  Natural  Hiftory  and  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  Page  26,”  having  men- 
tioned this  Tube  or  Camula,  I think  it  incumbent  on  me,  to  give  fome 

dcfcription 
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A Flexible  Tube,  for  the  introdu&ion  of  the  Piafley 

Bougie jo 

A Flexible  Tube,  for  the  introdu&ion  of  the  Platter 
Bougie,  with  a ftilet*  - - - * - 050 

A Cafe  containing  twelve  Flexible  Tubes,  with  a 

Metallic  Bougie  within  each  - - - 2 14  o 

A Single  Flexible  Tube,  of  any  tize,  with  a Metallic 

Bougie  within  it  - - - - - 050 

A Flexible  Tube,  of  any  fize,  for  fittulous  ulcers  in 

the  Urethra  - - - - - - o 3 o 

A Flexible  Tube,  of  any  fize,  for  tittulous  Ulcers  in 

the  Urethra,  with  a ftilet  - - - - 050 

A Bougie 

defcrlption  of  it  here,  for  the  fatisfaCtion  of  thofe  who  may  be  difpofed  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  an  inftrument,  for  the  defence  of  the  Urethra. — It  is  a 
cylinder  of  about  eight  inches  long,  and  may  be  had  of  any  fize,  furnifhed 
with  a ftilet,  in  the  manner  of  a Catheter,  fitted  exaCtly  to  the  extremity  of 
the  Tube,  and  is  fo  lounded  off,  as  to  form  a blunt  end,  which  may  be  parted 
up  to  the  Stricture  with  great  eafe;  the  ftilet  may  then  be  withdrawn,  leaving 
the  Camula  behind,  through  which  the  Cauftic  Bougie  may  be  introduced, 
armed  in  any  way  the  Operator  thinks  beft. 

* Or  for  the  introduction  of  the  Plafter  Bougie,  armed  with  Cauftic, 
ia  the  manner  recommended  by  Mr.  Whately,  in  his  u Obfervations  on 
“ Mr.  H ome’s  Treatment  of  Strictures  in  the  Urethra,  Page  67.”  As  this 
Tube  will  be  elongated  by  moving  backwards  and  forwards,  the  wire 
belonging  to  it  will  require  fometimes  to  be  drawn  between  the  fingers  and 
thumb  to  keep  it  of  a proper  length.  The  fame  obfervation  will  hold  good 
with  rcfpeCt  to  the  Tube  for  the  introduction  of  the  Cauftic  Bougie,  and  the 
Catheters, 
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A Bougie  of  any  fize,  with  a Catheter  within  it  - o 8 o 
A Catheter  of  any  fize,  with  a Bougie  within  it  - o So 
A Tube  of  any  fize,  for  the  Elaftic  Gum  Bottle  -030 
A Syringe,  with  a Flexible  Tube  for  throwing  Oil, 

&c.  into  the  Bladder  - - - - o 3 o 

A Flexible  Tube  of  any  fize,  for  throwing  Oil,  &:c. 

into  the  Rc6tum  - - - - - - 030 

A Flexible  Bougie  of  any  fize,  for  the  Reftum  030 
A Probe  for  Gunlliot  wounds,  according  to  its  fize, 

from  one  Shilling  to  - - - - - 03° 

A Paper  Bougie  Cafe,  according  to  its  fize,  empty, 
from  one  Shilling  to  - *•  - - - 020 

A Deal  Packing  Cafe,  for  Country  Orders,  accord- 
ing to  its  fize,  from  one  Shilling  to  - 020 

*■  ' a ~ ' \ • ■ 

• . 

• « 

OBSERVATIONS . 

Gentlempjn  in  the  Country  are  requeued  to 
give  their  Orders  in  the  W ords  of  the  Lift  of 
Prices;  and  when  difpatch  is  neceflary,  to  fend 
them  diredl  to  the  Proprietor  himfelf,  as  they 
will  then  be  executed  without  delay,  and  pre- 
vent the  miftakes  and  difappointment  fometimes 

occaftoned 
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occalioned  by  their  palling  through  different 
hands:  and  thofe  who  have  not  a correfpondent 
in  London  to  refer  to  for  payment,  are  refpedl* 
fully  informed,  that  if  a Bank  Note  is  inclofed, 
the  difference  will  be  returned  to  them  with 
the  Bougies.  Surgeons  in  the  Army,  Navy, 
Hofpitals,  &c.  may  complete  their  fets,  by  only 
fending  for  the  particular  numbers  that  are 
wanted. — The  Hollow  Bougies,  or  Catheters, 
are  made  to  the  exa6t  dimenlions  of  the  foVid 
ones,  and  may  be  had  according  to  their 
numbers. 

Mr.  Smyth  is  forry  to  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  informing  Gentlemen,  that  when  he  ap- 
plies the  Bougie  for  them,  or  anfwers  Letters  of 
confutation  (which  mull  be  poll  paid)  he  expe&s 
a gratuity  adequate  to  his  time  and  trouble. 

At  Home  in  the  Morning , from  Ten  to 
Twelve; — and  in  the  Afternoon , from  Four  to 
Six  o’Clock. 


EXTRACTS. 
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EXTRACTS. 


PROM  the  numerous  unfoViclted  expreflions  of 
approbation  Mr.  Smyth  has  received,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  take  the  following  Extracts, 
which  alone  are  fufficient  to  ftamp  a value  on 
the  Invention. 

» 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  John  Birch, 
Efq.  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  and 
Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
to  the  Inventor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Flexible 
Metallic  Bougies. 

“ I have  made  ufe  of  the  Metallic  Bougies 
“ you  favoured  me  with,  on  feveral  occalions, 
and  am  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  Invention, 
fC  that  I have  no  helitation  in  faying  I think 
“ they  will  be  highly  ufeful  in  many  Cafes  of 
<e  Stricture.  No  lingle  remedy  is  applicable  to 
“ all  occalions,  and  by  the  p refent  faJluonaU * 
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experimental  praBice , there  will,  I apprehend 
“ be  many  Cafes  to  which  no  relief  can  be 
ce  given. 

“ I wish  you  all  the  fuccefs  your  Ingenuity 

deferves,  and  recommend  you  to  be  cautious 
“ in  what  manner  you  advertife  them,  left  a 
ce  valuable  Difcovery  fhould  meet  the  contempt 
“ of  empirical  impofitions.” 

Spring  Gardens , London , 1799. 

Extract  from  the  Medical  and  Phyfical 
Journal,  Vol.  II.  P.  85. 

“ Good  Bougies  and  Catheters  have  Ions: 
“ been  a defideratum,  in  the  treatment  of  Uric- 
c:  tures  in  the  Urethra,  and  for  evacuating  the 
cc  Urinary  Bladder. 

“ W.  Smyth,  of  Taviflock  Street,  Covent 

cc  Garden,  has  lately  difcovered  a Metallic  Com- 

cc  pofition,  which  unites  the  flexible  property 

u of  Lead  to  the  white  luflre  of  Silver.  From 

<c  this  excellent  compofition,  Mr.  Smyth  manu- 

cc  failures  his  Metallic  Bougies , /olid  and  hollow , 

<( 


as 


( i9  ) 


“■  as  well  as  Jils  flexible  Metallic  Catheters , for 
“ males  and  females . He  recommends  them 
“ with  a degree  of  modefty  deferving  much 
(i  praife,  for  the  Cure  of  Strictures  only ; while 
“ he  very  properly  remarks,  that  a temperate 

f — - 

“ regimen  ought  to  be  obferved  during  their  ufe.” 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Anth.  Carlisle, 
Efq.  Surgeon  to  the  Weftminfter  Hofpital;  to 
the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phyhcal  Journal  t 
on  the  ufe  of  Bougies,  Vol.  III.  P.  291. 

“ The  Bougies  made  of  Plafter,  fpread  on 
“ linen,  and  rolled  up,  have  not  the  abforbing 
“ property  of  the  two  former  (Leather  and 
“ Catgut)  and  the  Wax,  &c.  foon  becomes  fo 
<c  foft  by  the  heat  of  the^body  as  to  render  them 
“ incapable  of  a due  degree  of  refiftance.  Mr. 

“ Smyth,  Che  mi  ft,  &c.  of  Taviftock  Street, 

“ Covent  Garden,  has  lately  contrived  a com- 
“ pound  metal,  out  of  which  he  makes  Bougies 
“ of  all  forms  and  ftzes;  the  degree  of  flexi- 
(e  bility  of  the  Metal,  and  the  polifh  it  bears, 

c 2 “ are 


( 20  ) 

are  admirable  qualities  for  the  manufacture  of 
i<€  Bougies.  Where  mechanical  force  is  pre- 
“ ferred,  or  the  dilatation  of  a Stricture  by  a 
<c  conical  Bougie,  or  where  the  paffage  is  fo 
6C  narrow  as  not  to  admit  any  other  fubftance 
(£  from  the  comparative  want  of  refinance,  thefe 
£C  Metallic  Bougies  are,  in  my  eftimation,  de- 
“ cidedly  the  beft.  They  are  alfo  well  adapted 
“ for  examining  the  Paffage  to  afcertain  the 
“ feat,  &c.  of  Stricture.  For  clearing  the 
“ Canal  previoufly  to  the  introduction  of  a 
“ Caultic  Bougie,  gnd  for  dilating  the  opening 
“ after  a certain  degree  of  ulceration  has  been 
u excited  by  Cauftic,  thefe  Inftruments  will  be 
<c  found  preferable  to  mot  others.” 

Soho  Square , London , 1800. 

Extract  from  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Review,  Vol.  VII.  F.  96. 

a We  mentioned  in  a curfory  way,  a fhort 
<c  time  ago,  the  Invention  of  Flexible  Metallic 
“ Bougies  and  Catheters,  by  Mr.  Smyth, 

“ Apothecary, 
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“ Apothecary,  of  Taviftock  Street.  Having 
66  iince  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  them, 
“ and  of  witneffing  their  application,  we  are 
“ enabled  to  fpeak  more  decidedly  of  their 
“ merits.  They  appear  to  be  equally  flexible 
“ with  the  common  Plafter  Bougie,  without 
“ the  inconvenience  of  being  readily  broken, 
“ or  yielding  too  much,  from  the  heat  of  the 
“ parts  to  which  they  are  applied.  At  the  fame 
“ time,  they  poffefs  fufficient  firmnefs  for  any 
“ degree  of  force,  which  it  can  be  proper  to 
“ make  ufe  of,  in  overcoming  an  obftruflion 
“ mechanically;  and  they  are  readily  fulceptible 
“ of  a very  high  polifh.  When  thefe  properties 
“ are  conhdered,  together  with  their  durability, 
“ as  with  moderate  care  they  may  laft  for  many 
“ years,  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  con- 
“ lidered  as  an  important  and  valuable  difcovery.” 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  W illiam  Cham- 
b erl ain e,  Efq.  Surgeon,  (formerly  of  Jamaica) 
to  the  Inventor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Flexible 
Metallic  Bougies. 

(( 
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“ I Have  great  pleafure  in  bating  to  you 
“ that  I have  found  your  Flexible  Metallic 
fC  Bougies  anfwer  my  purpofe  in  feveral  cafes 
“ of  Stricture,  where  a common  Bougie  was  of 
“ no  avail.  I fhall  beg  leave  to  mention  one 
cc  cafe  in  particular,  as  I enjoyed  much  gratifi- 
“ cation  from  the  fuccefs  attending  a fingle 
“ application. 

“ Here  Mr.  C.  relates  a Cafe  of  Stricture, 
“ attended  with  fuppreflion  of  Urine,  where  he 
“ could  not  pafs  a common  Bougie  into  the 
u Bladder,  but  introduced  with  eafe,  a Metallic 
<c  Bougie  bent  into  the  fhape  of  a Catheter, 
“ which  in  a few  minutes  produced  the  delired 
“ effedL  A Phyiician  (Dr.  Marfhall)  who  was 
“ called  in  upon  the  occalion,  expreffed  much 
“ fatisfadlicn  at  his  rejection  of  the  Cauftic 
u Bougie,  (which  had  been  recommended  by  a 
“ young  Pradtitioner  as  the  only  means  of 

% • 4,  ik  - 

“ relief)  and  the  adoption  of  one  whofe  applica- 
“ tion  is  not  attended  with  any  danger,  and 
<f  but  very  little  pain  to  the  Patient.”  He  then 

concludes 
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concludes  with  faying,  “ I would  recommend 

' i 

“ it  to  you,  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  to  ufe 
u your  bell  endeavours  to  make  the  Flexible 
cc  Metallic  Bougies  known  in  the  West 
u Indies,  where  Urethral  Objlru&ions  are  very 
“ common  among  the  Negroes.  The  unfitnefs 

“ of  the  common  Bougies  (from  their  being 

> 

“ foftened  by  the  heat  of  the  climate)  and  the 
u durability  of  the  Flexible  Metallic 
cf  Bougies,  (which  may  be  ufed  a thoufand 
“ times  without  being  injured)  would  make 
“ them  a valuable  acquilition  to  Gentlemen  of 
•c  the  Profeffion,  and  particularly  on  the  Plan- 
“ tations.” 

Aylejbury  Street,  Clerkenwell , 1800. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  John  Morgan, 

. Efq.  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Ipfwich 
Public  Difpenfary,  to  the  Inventor  and  Pro- 
prietor of  the  Flexible  Metallic  Bougies. 

“ I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  cor- 
V redtnefs  with  which  you  executed  the  Orders 

“ from 
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Ci  from  the  Ipfwich  Public  Difpenfary,  and  the 
<c  Suffolk  Society  of  Surgeons.  Your  Flexible 
“ Metallic  Bougies  were  much  commended, 
“ and  I wifh  you  all  the  fuccefs  your  Invention 
“ deferves.” 

Ipfwich , 1801. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  W.  Blair,  Efq. 
Surgeon  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  to  the  Editors 
of  the  London  Medical  Review  and  Magazine, 
Vol.  IV.  P.  209. 

Mr.  Blair,  in  his  reflections  on  the  ufe  of 
Cauftic  Subflances,  and  Metallic  Bougies  in 
Strictures  of  the  Urethra , after  fpeaking  of  the 
mild  and  happy  effeCts  that  have  often 
“ enfued  from  the  ufe  of  the  Cauftic,  when 
<c  the  common  means  had  proved  ufelefs;  and 
<c  that  permanent  benefit  has  been  received  from 
u it  in  two  or  three  weeks,  although  the  Plafter 
“ Bougie  had  been  previoufly  employed,  even 
“ for  years  together,  without  making  any  pro- 
“ grefs  towards  a Cure.”  He  adds,  “ After 

“ all. 
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c<  all,  however,  it  mull  be  granted  by  the 
(C  warmed:  advocates  for  this  treatment,  that 
“ where  the  Bougie  is  capable  of  dilating  the 
“ Urethra  to  its  natural  Jize , it  is  to  be  preferred, 
“ as  more  fimple  and  lefs  alarming ; in  general 
“ too , the  latter  is  not  fo  painful  in  its  applicatio?i 
“ as  the  Caufticf  admitting  at  once  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  Flexible  Metallic  Bougies , as  they 
are  capable  in  a few  weeks  of  dilating  the  Urethra 
to  its  natural  dze,  attended  with  very  little  pain 
in  the  application,  and  certainly  no  danger,  which 
cannot  with  truth  be  faid  of  the  Cauftic  Bougie 
in  the  hands  of  the  mod:  expert  and  experienced 
Surgeon. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  Treatifc 
on  Gonorrhaea,  P.  143. 

“ Mr.  Smyth,  a Pradlitioner,  in  Taviftock 
“ Street,  has  revived,  with  confiderable  im- 
cc  provement,  the  Metallic  Sounds  and  Catheter; 
“ thefe  are  very  flexible,  and  eafily  accom- 
modate  themfelves  to  the  curvature  of  the 

© “ Urethra. 
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u Urethra.  In  cafes  where  the  refiftance  fhall 
cc  be  fo  great  as  to  render  the  introduction  of 
cc  a cat-gut  Bougie  extremely  difficult,  thefc 
may  with  advantage  be  employed.” 

Soho  Square , London , 1801. 

Extract  from  Mother by’s  Medical  Dic- 
tionary, Fifth  Edition,  P.  164. 

“ Mr.  Smytii,  Apothecary,  of  Taviftock' 
cc  Street,  has  difcovered  a Metallic  compofition, 
“ of  which  he  forms  Bougies  which  are  allowed 
“ to  poffefs  properties  that  thefe  Inftruments 
cc  have  long  wanted,  in  order  to  make  them 
<e  complete  and  efficacious  in  Practice.  Bougies 
“ formed  of  this  Metallic  Subftance,  are  flexible, 
cc  have  a highly  polilhed  furface,  of  a filver  hue, 
cc  and  poffiefs  a fufficient  degree  of  firmnefs  for 
“ any  force  requihte  for  the  paffing  them  in 
“ cures  of  the  Urethra.  Indeed  the  ffiort  time 
“ which  they  have  been  employed,  has  con- 
cc  vinced  Practitioners  that  they  exceed  any 
“ Bougies  which  have  yet  been  invented,  and 

cc 
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“ arc  capable  of  fuccceding  in  all  cafes  where  the 
“ ufe  of  fuch  an  Inftrument  becomes  neccffary. 
“ They  are  made  either  Solid  or  Hollow,  and 
“ anfwer  extremely  well  as  Catheters,  as  they 
“ not  only  pafs  into  the  bladder  with  eafe, 
“ but  may  alfo  be  fufFered  to  continue  there 
“ for  any  convenient  fpace  of  time,  and  hence 
c;  become  productive  of  moft  eflential  benefit. 
“ Catheters  (Female)  are  alfo  made  of  the  fame 
“ compofition.” 


Mr.  Smyth,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 

t \ . * 

Faculty,  &c.  keeps  an  aflortment  of  all  kinds 
of  Bougies  and  Catheters  by  him. 
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